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DEPORTATION OF 500,000 RUSSO-POLISH JEWS. 


A supplemental note to the article on this very painful sub- 
ject, on page Ol of our last number, acknowledged the humane 
answer to ‘‘ A Jew’s” appeal in the Morning Herald, of the 
20th Dec. On the day next following, the Zmes also, having 
previously extracted from our columns the appeal of the Aénigqs- 
berg Zeitung, stood nobly forward in the cause of humanity 
and truth. Our own space, affords but slender opportunity to 
do justice to those admirable articles, and we can but too 
briefly advert to both. . 

The Herald, in the spirit of a zealous Christian, expatiates 
on the enormity of that ruthless ukase; the authorship of which, 
however, it does not attribute to the Emperor himself. After 
exposing the blind injustice of its policy, the Editor goes on 
to say :— 

“In what way the sympathy of England, in such circumstances, may 
be most powerfully and influentially expressed, it is difficult to say. ‘That 
such sympathy is felt by the nation that has opened her bosom to the 
Polish refugee, and her purse for the emancipation of the African negro, 
it would be an insult and a reproach to doubt. But whether any memo- 
rial may be advantageously addressed by foreigners to the Emperor of 
Russia, is a question on which the Jews themselves are in all likelihood 
most competent to decide. Perhaps the press of England may influence 
the mind of Nicholas with greater effect, and with less chance of exciting 
any element of resistance, than a direct interposition on the part of private 
individuals, however numerous or important. Its accents travel to the 
uttermost boundaries of civilization, and provoke au echo even in the 
bosom of the haughtiest autocrat.’’ 

Then follow some reflections upon this and similar visita- 
tions, as “‘a Divine doom !’—a punishment for the rejection 
of Christianity ! We might have felt impelled to contest this 
latter assumption—although we too see the hand of Goc in all 
things—but we are ha pily spared the task, by the emphatic 
manner in which the Hera/d vindicates our nationality, and de- 
ounces the crime of those who “ help forward the aflliction” 
of Israel, Enough then, that his Christianity impels him ‘ ¢o 
obey prece ts, not fulfil prophecies.” —W ould that his appeal 
might find a response at St. Petersburgh! The Emperor is 
told, that the decree of Ancona was “ gentleness itself, im com- 
Parison with the Russian ukase ;’—‘ that those very nations 
Which have made themselves most infamous by the persecu- 
tions they have inflicted on the Jews, have been visited with 
; ‘ most signal and wasting judgments ;”—and that a tribunal 

40 him, at which power avails but to aggravate crime.— 

© appeal is closed thus :— , 


“ Some think these unjustifiable and successive persecutions which the 


Jews have lately experienced, are meant to loosen their hold of the various 
Countries in wh 


fitable traffic, pre aratory to that sublime signal which shall lead them 


ling — to the and of Judah, like the ancient wilderness pillar, kind- 
© night by its beams, and cooling the noontide by its shade. * * * 


ich they have found a temporary asylum or pursued a pro- | 
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The increased outward oppression of the Jew may thus be the token of 
the proximity of his deliverance. If it be so, the prospect will thus give 
him patience. Nicholas may confine his body, or crush his limbs, or spoil 
him of his goods, but he cammnot extinguish hopes of celestial origin, or im- 
pede a destiny which is linked to Omnipotence itself, or blight one flower, 
or blast one acre of that true Canaan, which would seem to be theirs in 
reversion.” 


The Times, always powerful, and irresistibly so when con- 
tending for the duties of humanity—for the true interests of 
society,—takes a statesmanlike survey of Russian policy, in its 
relation to the welfare of civilized Europe. After exposing the 
‘semi-savage procedure of Russian as towards an 
independent state, the 7vmes addresses himself to the flagrant 
inhumanity of the ukase fulminated on the 2nd of May, against 
half a million of Russian subjects; and, having sketched some 
of its cruel consequences, goes on to say :— 


“ Such a fact as this seems to carry one back from the 19th century, to 
the Persian and Assyrian eras—to the domination of those “ beasts’’ of 
Scripture, “ like to a lion,’’ and ‘like to a bear,’’ who, in their days, 
‘arose and devoured much flesh.’’ We seem to see again the national 
deportations of King Darius or Nebuchadnezzar, copied into our own 
times, from a state of socicty in which human misery or death weighed as 
nothing before the caprice of a sing!e conqueror, and empires, raised and 
maintained by the sword, had to be supported, at whatever sacrifice, and - 
reckless and powerful minds seized the most obvious and rudest expe- 
dients which suggested themselves for breaking down all local and national 
ties, and merging distinctions of blood, association, or habit, in one general 
subjection, to one common ruler, Certain it is, however, that it is no 
Persian or Assyrian experiment of which we are now reading, but a bond 
fide Russian ukase, issued and intended to be enforced in the year 1843, 
by a Lond fide Russian Emperor.” 

The Editor then examines the alleged reasons for ‘* this tre- 
mendous exertion, of what may almost be called brute force,’ 
and protests that the charges (even if proved,) against a few 
hundred men, cannot justify ‘* the expatriation of as many hun- 
dred thousand.” The Russian government is reminded of * the 
shock to established authority resulting from such a measure of 
yrecaution or punishment,”—of ‘‘ commercial laws which any 
Russian official, for a few rubles, will assist in evading,’’—and of 
the ** disaffection which this autocratic system of suppressing, 
is not likely to mitigate.”—Let us hope, that the statesmanlike 
warning with which the Zémes closes, will be heard and felt :— 

« We cannot wonder at the jealousy with which the ruler of such a country 
regards the inevitable approach of civilization to his own fronticrs. We 
cannot wonder that he fortifies himself within @ range of custom houses, 
and cordons, and prohibitory restrictions; that he abhors as a pestilence 
all commercial intercourse with England, Prussia, or any other country in 
which men learn to think and weigh the interests and duties of themselves 
and others. A government based on such expedients may be fitted for 
certain people, and for certain times—it may be fitted for the Russian 

eople, in 1843. It may possess—it may be silently maturing a physical 
orce, before which, wielded as it may be by one powerful and enterpriz- 
ing mind, Europe itself—civilized—educated—constitutional Europe, may 
have to quail, But as certain is it, that such a government is preparing 
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for itself a tremendous internal conflict with a spirit which is already on 
its frontiers, which will not be excluded by a tariff, or expelled by an 
ukase, and which the Emperor of all the Russias will do better to guide in 
time, than to rouse, and if we may use a new fangled expression, to hos- 
tilize, by premature and unnecessary vivlence.”’ 3 

We have received various urgent communications on this 
important subject.* One or two, from provincial congregations, 
exhibit an anxiety to do whatever may be found possible in aid 
of our Russian eetliren D.’s letter is an excellent one, and 
we make a better use of it, than transcribing it into our columns. 
Our reasons for avoiding further comment at present, will be 
understood by reference to a dynes’ on our last page, for 
the reception of which it will be needful to keep this number 
open until after the usual period of publication. 


THE ISRAELITES OF CHINA. 
(Concluded from No. 61.) 


The Chinese Israelites possess the Pentateuch, which appears 
to be complete, as are likewise the two books of Samuel, (the first 
two of Kings); but the psalms have not been collected. The 
other rituals are either very faulty and incomplete, or are 
altogether wanting. (''). Each book of the Pentateuch has 
the same name as is given to it by the Jews of the West. 

- We must not be surprised that their sacred books are so 
incomplete. ‘The synagogue of Cai-fong-fou, has experienced 
on several occasions disastrous accidents. It was overthrown 
by the inundation of the year 1446 of the vulgar era, and a 
great portion of the books being destroyed or spoiled by the 
water, they were obliged to use a T'a-King, sent from Ning-po, 
to complete and correct the other books. Between the years 
1573 and 1620, the synagogue was destroyed by a dreadful 


conflagration, in which the books also perished. The Jews of 


Cai-fong-fou then bought a Ta-King, which had once belonged 
to one of their brethren at Canton. This Ta-King is now an 
object of great veneration, because the others are only copies 
of it. It was preserved from the flood of 1642, and yet retains 
the stains of the water which damaged it. This latter inunda- 
tion, caused by the rupture of the dykes which kept in the 
waters of the Hoang-ho, overwhelmed the greater portion of 
the city: the synagogue was destroyed, and twenty-six volumes 
perished with it. The memory of these events is preserved by 
two inscriptions in Chinese, (‘*) made in 1019 and 1663, by 
two grandees of the empire. ‘They contain the principal epochs 
of the sacred history, and that at which the seventy Israelite 
families established themselves in China. In the inscription of 
1515, the Mandarin passes the highest encomiums on the sacred 
books; ‘‘ these books,”’ says he, ‘* concern not the Jews only, 
but all men; kings and their subjects, fathers and their children, 
the old and the young. Every one may learn from them his 
duty.” He adds that, the laws of the Israelites do not differ 
essentially from those of the Chinese, since they adore God, 
honor their fathers and their mothers, and respect the memory 
of their dead. He also eulogises the Israelites who, as agricul- 


* We have had our attention called to a long editorial notice of this 
ukase, (with an extract from our own columns,) in the Edinburgh Witness, 
the admirably conducted organ of the Scotch Free Church. We regret 
not to have received it in time for a more lengthened notice. 


('') Their Bible is divided into four parts, viz. the Pentateuch; the 
Supplement, which contains Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings aud David ; 
the Li-pai, or book of ceremonies, which consists of the entire books of 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, and some verses of the first chapter of Daniel. They 
are altogether deficient of Ezekiel, and of the twelve minor prophets they 
have only the following, and that with omissions: Jonah, Michah, Nahum, 
Habackuk, Zephaniah, Aggai, and Zechariah. They have also the first 
four or five chapters of Paralipomenes. The fourth and last part, called 
Haphoutala, is composed of historical works, viz. Esther, Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, incomplete, and of the first two books of the Maccabees entire, but 
in bad condition. They have neither Proverbs, Job, the Song of Solomon, 
nor Ecclesiastes. The missionaries had not time to satisfy themselves 
whether they have Ruth and the Lamentations of Jeremiah. Their books 


are in general heaped in the Li-pai-se, without any regularity, which has 
preveuted a proper examination, : 


("*) These inscriptions, which are found on two marble tablets in the 
vestibule of the synagogue of Cai-fong-fou, have beeu translated by Father 
— eg are literally transcribed in the Dissertation of the Abbé Brotier, 
page 


turists, merchants, magistrates, and soldiers, had rendered them. 
selves worthy of general esteem and affection by their probit 
and fidelity, and by their strict observance of their religious 
ceremonies, 

How interesting soever be the details we have just giyey 
it were still to be desired, that the first missionaries who wen, 
to these places to obtain information, should have found means 
to compare all the printed Bible with the books of the Li-pai-se, 
as they did in the case of several chapters of the Pentateuch, 
which they found to agree. In 1614, the Jews of Cai-fong-foy 
showed their synagogues to the missionaries, but they would 
never exhibit their sacred books. About a century after, the 
enterprise of Father Gozani met with more success; but he 
himself confesses, that he was ignorant of the Hebrew language, 
a knowledge of which would have conduced to results much 
more fortunate. Notwithstanding this obstacle, he, in part, 
satisfies the curiosity of the learned by the zeal he displayed ip 
his researches, and by the care of two other missionaries 
(Fathers Gaubil and Domenge) who knew [ebrew. Unfortu. 
nately, the persecution of the Emperor Yong-tching, which pre. 
vented them from returning to Cai-fong-fou, stayed the labours 
of these illustrious savans. The Israelites were careful neither 
to sell nor give them a copy of the sacred books. They even 
refused to accept a copy of a Bible, printed at Amsterdam, 
which the missionaries offered them to supply what they re. 
quired. How many centuries will elapse before the Jews of 
China will find another opportunity so favorable for supplying 
the deficiencies in their sacred volumes! We shall terminate 
this article by giving some peculiarities concerning this Israelite 
colony. Their pronounciation differs in nothing from that of 
the Chinese; they sound therefore neither the b, the e, nor the 
r. In Hebrew, their pronounciation resembles very little that 
of the German and Polish Jews. ('*.) They have the same 
calendar that is common to other Israelites, as well as the 
custom of saying the prayer alter the renewal of the moon. 
They celebrate the festival of the law on the 9th day of the 
feast of Tabernacles, and hence may be referred a like similarity 
in all usages founded on tradition. They believe in purgatory, 
hell, paradise, universal judgment and the resurrection of the 
dead. They admit of angels, cherubim and seraphim. They 
have no particular symbol for the articles of faith. Their 
children are circumcised at eight days old. The sabbath 1s ob- 
served with the greatest strictness. They light no fire on that 
day, preparing their food on the preceding day. ‘They marry 
only among themselves, They take no pains to propagate their 
religion, and never make proselytes. When they are obliged to 
take an oath, they are careful not to enter the temple of an idol. 
Those among them who, being versed in Chinese literature, 
have obtained an academic degree, honor Confucius. Every 
Jew reveres the memory of his ancestors, and preserves, not 
their portraits, as do the Chinese, but¢their names, inscribed on 
a tablet placed in the body of the Synagogue. The repeated 
reading of the Pentateuch enables them to understand it pretty 
well; but they have not the same knowledge of the other sacred 
books. In general, the study of the Hebrew language is un- - 
known to them. ('4.) Their Pentateuch is written, as 10 


They pronounce So, a, and IN ou, e, ao, NS indif- 
ferently ed, N ad, 3 like p, and like 7. They have nasal letters which 


they sound at the termination of words; for example, 393) 0 is pro- 


nounced by them, thaoum vopachum, pialachitse, and 
Schamathse. 3 


("*) Father Domenge has exactly copied a note, placed at the end nc “3 
copy of Genesis, in one of the Ta-king belonging to private individuals, 
aud deposited in the Synagogue of Cai-fong-fou. This manuscript !s date 
1620. The Baron Silv. de Sacy, who, spoliis orientis onustum 1s beg 
admired, has made it the subject of a learned dissertation, containe ” 
the 4th vol, of Notices et Extraits de la Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, 
7, (1792). For our part, we can regard this note only as a monument 0° 
barbarism, as far as the Hebrew language is concerned, The author ms 
pears to be a scribe, deputed to copy the Pentateuch, for some one i 
has deposited it in the synagogue as a free will offering. His gan 1 
mingled with Persian, and the general appearance of the note is not Slab 
lated to give us a favorable opinion of the preservation of the mncree ale 
guage among the Jews of China. However, the texts from the Didi, 


containing benedictions and good auguries, are exact; having been hande 
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Europe, with a reed and very black ink made for the purpose, 
and kept for a year before itis used! They are forbidden to 
use a brush and Chinese ink. They expect the Messiah, and 
when speaking of him they repeat the verse: ‘‘Oh Lord! I hope 
for thy salvation’. (Gen xlix 12.) They never pronounce 
the ineffable name of God (the tetragrammaton), but they know 
its literal signification: viz. ‘‘ He who was, is, and will be” 
- They too, substitute for it adonai, which they pronounce etounoi. 
“Jt is surprising”, says the Abbé Brottier, at the end of his 
dissertation, ‘* that this people, scattered over such distant 
countries, should be always the same, and should never differ, 
(even at the extremity of the world,) in the manners and rites 
that Tacitus described so many ages since. One might be 
astonished at the difference, relative to the Hebrews, between 
the opinions of the Romans and the Chinese: the former, a 
warlike people and conquerors of the then known world, 
despised all nations and called them barbarians; while the 
latter, (rather a polished and learned than a warlike people,) 
notwithstanding the superiority over other nations which they 
arrogate to themselves, do not fail to honor merit wherever 
they find it’’. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION ‘5 
GENESIS xlvii. 28. to the end. 


The end of the individual history of the patriarchs is re- 
counted in this portion: let us pause by the death-bed of the 
Israel, and, listening to his ejaculation 
et us ask ourselves:—Were we thus situated, could we, as he 
did, in full confidence, utter those cheerful words, ‘* 1 hope tor 
thy salvation, oh Lord?” On the verse DY 
“ Repent one day before thy death,’ Maimonides says in his 
apna 3*:—A man ought always to look upon himself as if he 
were at the point of death; and as perchance he may die this 
very hour, while persevering in his sins, he ought forthwith to 
turn from them, and not say, I will turn when I grow old; lest 
he die before he grows old.””, Whoever makes this the rule of 
his life will meet death without dread, will hail the summons 
to the presence of his Maker, as his redemption from a long 
struggle between the passions of the world, and the resolution 
of the spirit to curb them. Hence arises the necessity of the 
practice of virtue at all times, under every phase of circum- 
stance; for, as the longest life on this earth (one protracted to 
the utmost) is to eternity, less than the minute exhalations 
from the sea to the mighty ocean itself; and as the greatest 
happiness here, is to future bliss but as a dream, so should it 
be man’s endeavor to prepare for that eternity, to strive for 
that bliss, Therefore, every day should have its preparation 
for death; every hour should find us ready for the dart, should 
it please Him that it be hurled. But how can we effect this? 
| How, but by imitating the conduct of our ancestor, Israel, who 
had “* power’ with God and with man;”’ in other words, who, 
Conquering that ‘ evil inclination’? which is mere or less in- 
herent to every one, forgot not what was due either to his God 
or to his fellow creature. Many are there who obtain the title 
of pious, from their observance of those precepts which make 
most display ; who are sedulous in the performance of the duty 


eujoined by the ceremonial law, but forget the equally impor- | 


tant requirements of that code which should govern their con- 
uct towards their fellow creatures. Many are there likewise— 
the great and the rich—who, happy in the approbation of ad- 
miring, but fawning, multitudes, or conscientiously satisfied 
at they are honorable in their dealings with the world, dis- 
regard their higher duties to God, those which teach them, that 
in the midst of their power they are weak ; that notwithstanding 
eur influence, they are dependent. No; there is a mean 
tween these two lines of conduct; one which blends duty 
to God with charity and love to man—(not merely him of the 
‘ame creed, but all men)—which, while it admits a temperate 
Tealization of the pleasures of this world, lays up a portion for 


ph from one generation to another by a species of oral tradition, with- 
€ recourse to grammar. But another proof is afforded by the tablet 
*.omyeg in the synagogue, in which appears the barbarous word AND), 
awl Persian, and signifying New Moon, as well as M21) instead of 
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a future state. Such makes not the ascetic bigot, who sees no 
salvation but in his own course, nor the indifferent rationalist, - 
who cares for none now; but those who, in the language of the 
Rabbi,—regard this life but as the antechamber of the future, 
preparing themselves in the vestibule, that they may be fit to 
take ‘a station in the presence chamber. And, oh! what con- 
solation so great, what hope so sweet, in that dread hour when 
the weeping of friends, and the struggling of the spirit within, 
announce the speedy approach of dissolution—the blast of the 
trumpet that is to summon to the presence of Him, who 
* formeth all their hearts and understandeth all their deeds”— 
what hope then so sweet as that, which tells us how the strict- 
ness of His judgment is tempered by the all-sufficiency of His 
merey! Then—when riches first pass away, and when friends 
leave us on the threshold—then may good deeds pass with us 
through the portals,* and standing with us in the Dread Pre- 
sence, enable us to exclaim—-7 Mp snyiw. 
A 


EDUCATION, CHARITY, AND ISRAEL’S DESTINY. 

Sectarianism, if it has its evils, has also its advantages; when 
wise men know how to restrict.the rivalry consequent thereon 
to useful objects, 

A Poor Law Administration is found inadequate to the urgent 
necessities of the poor—a legislative compromise is found im- 
practicable for the joint education of the ignorant—and what do 
we see done?) The Church of England calls upon her members 
for a simultaneous and voluntary effort for charitable and educa- 
tional purposes—the Wesleyans do the like—the Scotch Free 
Church, the Independeits follow the example—and hundreds 
of thousands of pounds are at once raised for those noble designs. 
Men find that they cannot persuade their neighbours to do suit 
and service, without higgling about the equivalent; and at last, 
each puts his own shoulder to the wheel, and the inertia is over- 
come. May we not hope that the Jewish body willalso make 
its national effort to grapple with the fructified mendicity, and the 
disparaging ignorance, which now depress the national energies ? 

As to education; if shades of difference, scarcely appreciable, 
serve to make one school system incompatible for two denomi- 
nations of Christians, surely Jewish youth require to be taught 
separately. Yet we question if our various educational com- 
mittees, (distinct bodies!) know how small a proportion of 
the Jewish poor can be said to be educated in their schools !— 

As to the relief of pauperism; the existing poor-house system 
of maintenance is necessarily useless to the poor Jew; and 
certain generous eleemosynary associations which have just been 
formed, contemplate the administration of their charity through 
the ministry of their own churches exclusively.’ This stipula- 
tion—considering the too prevailing affection for apostatizing 
schemes, and worse, the present absence of the needful counter- 
acting influence, must inevitably be regarded with mistrust ; the 
more so, since we hear that Jewish co-operation, even though first 
sought for in the most important of those associations, has been 
eventually declined, in so far as the deliberative and executive 
functions are concerned. Nay, even the Zimes, when contend- 
ing for the universality of the poor man’s claim, takes it for 
granted that the Jews will continue to help each other. 

Oh! that they might be roused to emulate their neighbours— 
to concentrate their energies—to organize their benevolence— 


* Vide the Rabbinical allegory of ‘* The Three Friends,” vol. i. p. 56. 

+ “ Poverty has neither sex nor age, neither religious opinion nor nation- 
ality. It is physical suffering, and consequent moral degradation, which 
the public are called on to assist in lessening; and it is not for them to 
calculate, with a niggardly arithmetic, exactly how much of their means, 
if placed at the disposal of the Committee, will be bestowed upon those 
among the poor, to whom the donors stand in the relation of co-religion- 
ists or fellow countrymen. ‘The poor belong to the country at large, and 
whatever may have been the accidents of their birth or education, they 
are, whether Roman Catholics in St. Giles, English Churchmen or Dissen- 
ters in Spitalfields, or Scotch Presbyterians @gattered over London; 
whether denizens or aliens, whether Jews—no, not Jews, we exclude 
Jews from the number of those tou whom relief is to be distributed, for, to 
their credit be it spoken, the rich Jews never suffer their own poor to sink 
into abject poverty,—but whatever may be the circumstances distinguish- 
ing one poor man from another, it is in the fact of his being in need, and 
in that fact by itself, without more, that his claim on the bounty of the 
public consists.’’— Times, 7th December. | 
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to rally their scattered forces, and to draw within the influence 
of a simultaneous effort, those masses of our poor who discover 
not the sympathy, even if they enjoy the patronage, of their 
superiors, and whose children are not trained to avert from 
the Jewish body, the odium consequent on the ignorance and 
grossness of their parents.* 

What is the vabtice which aspires to commercial honours 
—to civic dignities—to the distinctions of the bar, or even of 
the senate—compared with that which might elevate, not 
merely the individual Jew, but raise and vindicate the whole 
Jeisieh body! No man can attain to eminence as a Jew, and 
glory in remaining one, until he have done his share in removing 
the stigma which the prejudices of darker times have attached 
to that name ;—in removing it from the lowest classes of his 
nation, by inducing éhem to the needful efforts. We are, and 
must always be—one people ; and to strive for individual aggran- 
dizement is but to signalize, to render conspicuous by contrast, 
those features which are not comely in the eyes of our neigh- 
bours. Rank may be won by o’ertopping the crowd ;—that 
were nobility indeed, which would be the guerdon of successful 
efforts to rise with, not over our kindred. 

The destinies of Israel are written for all time:—they are 
nobler than may be achieved in the narrowed tracks to which 
seme ern and obloquy—ay, and that degradation which has 

een ‘their natural reaction, have confined our characteristic 
energies. The civilized, and much more, the religious world, 
is awakening to consciousness of past injustice towards us; it 
is now believed that we may become, what we were designed to 
be,—a peculiar people—an example—a pattern of social virtue— 
a priesthood of moral excellence! And surely, while the vertest 
sceptic must recognize the advantage of holding out such a goal 
for a nation’s pursuit, rather than the sordid and selfish objects 
of every day ambition, he is no believing Jew, who does not pray 
that it might be in his day, and that he too might be permitted 
to do something towards making the name of Jew—an honour, 
a glory and a blessing through all the earth! 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
Bread, Meat, and Coal Charity.—TVhe anniversary dinner 
of this charity, (the wp3 mRawyD Man) was held at the London 
Tavern, on the 20th ult., Isaac Cohen, Esq., President, was in 
the chair, supported on his right, by P. j . Salomons, (V. P.) 
Edward Goldsmid, and S. M. Samuel, Esqrs.; on his left, by 
S. 1. Waley, Esq. (P.P.), Sir M. Montefiore, II. De Castro, 
Esq., and a great many other gentlemen, chiefly of consideration 
in the Jewish community. The usual loyal toasts were neatly 
iven from the chair, and then, ‘‘ the success of the charity.” 
Chis was accompanied by a few appropriate comments on the 
unanimity which, whatever differences of opinion might prevail 
on other points, is sure to be found among Jews of every class, 
when charity is the object. He was equally forcible on the 
little value of mere money contributions, if unaccompanied by 
the personal services which the charity receives.t| The health 
of the worthy chairman was given—as emphatically ‘the friend 
of charity’—by the oldest member present, (an octogenarian,) 
Edward Goldsmid, Esq.; of whom it was said, later in the 
evening, that he had travelled one hundred miles in order to 
be present. No toast throughout the evening was received with 
greater cordiality ; the proposer himself signalizing the cheers 
with a hearty good will The health of the P. J. Salomons, 
Esq., (V. P.) was then proposed, with pleasing allusion to 
the circumstance of how many of the present friends of the 
charity were the immediate descendants of its earliest patrons. 
B. Van Oven, Esq., neatly gave—‘ the strangers present.” 
The toast was acknowledged on behalf of himself and friends, 
by Samuel Hesseltine, Esq., with a warm tribute to the liberality 
of those whom he saw around him, towards the Christian 
charities: he called*the Jews his leaders in these works of 
benevolence; and he was proud to follow to the best of his 
ability: he spoke with admiration of the Jews’ Free School, 


* See the results of a different system in Paris, on another page. 
t We were wishing to hear him add—and a discriminating distribution, 


or responsible superintendence.—Vide the notice of last year’s proceedings, 
vol, il. p. 92.—Eb. | | 
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and the Jews’ Hospital, and especially so of the fae of active 
superintendence for which he gave credit to their patrons. 
superior as it always proved to an abandonment of the charge 
to subordinates. ‘The other toasts of the evening were—* the 
Stewards,” proposed by L. Lucas, Esq. The Treasurers, § 
Cohen, and M. Lee, Esqrs.—Sol. J. Waley, Esq,, Past Presi. 
dent.—The permanent Committee, and Hymen Cohen, Esq., 
a member for fifty-eight years ; (acknowledged in his necessary 
absence by his son, H. H. Cohen, Esq. )—The memory of the 
charity’s deceased patrons, by E. Goldsmid, Esq.—The Hon, 
Sec., and his brother.—B. Moses, Esq., past ‘Treasurer,—and 
the Stewards elect, (by H. De Castro, Esq.) ‘ The Ladies 
Patronesses” were toasted on the proposition of F. H. Goldsmid, . 
Esq., with an especial acknowledgment of the annual services 
of Mrs. A. Joseph and her daughters. The donations were 
liberal; for many gentlemen present gave additional sums in 
the name of their ladies, and the gross amount was thus raised 
to £370; a larger amount than at any period since 1836, 
Subsequently, a discussion took place on the propricty of 
postponing the next dinner till the next year but one; a 
course which was ultimately agreed upon, on the assurance 
that the friends of the charity would be disposed to give as 
cheerfully towards a collection, without the feast.* The chair- 
man estimated, that the value of the benefits to the poor would 
this year be considerably augmented, in consequence of the 
lower price of the articles supplied ;—the money value of the 
benefits remaining the same. The gross sum distributed wil] 
be about £1100, over twelve weeks; in 12,600 tickets, value 
Is. 9d. each, for bread, meat, or coal, in equal proportion. 
The patronage of these benefits is decided by lottery. The 
payment of one penny per week, or 4s. 4d. per annum, 
entitles to one chance at the drawing; the full value of the 
prize being £3. 3s. ‘This proportion is about as 1 to 15; but 
the prizes, in proportion to the numbers drawn, were about as 
1 to 74. This is in consequence of the interest on funded capital, 
and a large part of the donations at the dinner, being put into 
the wheel, as extra prizes. There is matter for reflection here. 


Tribute of Respect—(From the Liverpool Albion.)—We 
understand that a very splendid Hebrew Bible, and a handsome 
and elegant silver salver, were presented to the Rev. D. M. 
Isaacs, lecturer to the Hebrew congregation, Seel-street, by a 
considerable number of his young Hebrew friends. At a full 
meeting of the subscribers, held yesterday, Mr. Sylvester L. 
Samuel, to whom the pleasing duty had been assigned, presented 
the memorials to the rev. gentleman, whom he addressed in 
the following words :—* Rey. Sir, having been appointed by 
your young Hebrew friends, here assembled, as their humble 
representative, allow me to express to you their sentiments and 
feelings. It has been a source of considerable satisfaction to us 
that, in carrying out our design, we have been met ina very 
proper spirit, and our endeavours seconded everywhere and at 
every point. Rev. Sir, we fervently hope that you will con- 
tinue to enlighten us by your spiritual instruction, still giving 
us a knowledge of our holy religion, inculcating pious and 
moral principles, and thereby training us through this transitory 
life to a blissful immortality. We feel, nay, we boast, rev. 51, 
that we have in you a champion of our faith; a sword, like 
unto those guarding the gates of Paradise, turning all ways; 4 
shield and a bulwark to all within its pale ; a terror to scepticism, 
apathy, and infidelity; a defender of our holy faith, handed 
down to us by our forefathers; holding yourself’ ever in readi- 
ness to take up the gauntlet in the cause of the oppressed, and 
to attack the giant of infidelity. In conclusion, we present you 
with the holy Hebrew Bible and a silver salver, in testimony of 
our respect and esteem for your highly valuable ministerial 
services; and you have, herewith, our sincere and heartfelt 
wishes for a long, prosperous, and happy life.” The reverend 
gentleman replied in a lengthened and feeling address, exptes- 
sive of gratitude and hope. He slightly adverted to the past 
history of his people, exhorted his youthful and valued friends 


* We find that the donations at the dinner of 1842, were £219, and the 


expenses which had to be deducted therefore, £79. 103. 1Ud.,—oF about 
36 per cent! 


= 
| 


to attend punctually to the exposition of the hallowed gift with 
which they had honoured him, and concluded "he prayer for 
the progress of spirituality and peace in Israel. The following 


‘s the inscription on the salver: 
Presented 
To the Reverend D. M. Isaacs, 
By his young Hebrew Friends, in testimony of their respect 
and esteem for his highly valuable Ministerial Services. — 
Liverpool, Dec. 24th, a. mw. 5604. 


[We regret the necessity of deferring our remarks on this 
interesting incident, until our next number.—Ep. | 


Portsmouth Hebrew Benevolent Society.—The anniversary 
dinner was celebrated with great eclat, in the Synagogue Vestry 
Room, Portsea, on Wednesday, 20th December. A local paper 
calls it—** one of those assemblages that must be gratilying 
to every enlightened mind. Around the festive board, gentle- 
men of various nations, (including the Capt. and some officers 
of the Boreas, Dutch frigate,*) and of widely different creeds, 
were seated—benevolently and religiously uniting with each 
other, to relieve the wants and sufferings of their Hebrew 
brethren.” ‘The company consisted of about 9V. After the 
usual loyal toasts had been given from the chair, (by Mr, 
Edwards,) Capt. Lawrenee, R. M. proposed, Her Majesty's 
faithful ally—the King of the Netherlands ; a toast which was 
very eloquently responded to by the Dutch authorities present. 
D. Howard, Esq., J. P., then gave ‘* Sir M. Montefiore, F.R.S., 
the noble patron of the Society ;” with a cheerful admission of 
the claims of the Jews to the esteem of thcir fellow citizens. 
The toast having been received with great applause, was very 
neatly responded to by Mr. Ezek. Emanuel. Mr. Emanuel 
Emanuel then proposed ** the Mayor and Corporation of Ports- 
mouth,” with a warm tribute to the high character and standing 
of the gentleman who now filled the office of their chief magis- 
trate: Mr. E. associated with his name the body over which 
he so ably presided ;—many members of the council being then 
present. The Mayor, Edw. Casher, Esq., acknowledged the 
compliment with much feeling, and concluded an excellent 
speech by proposing ‘‘ Prosperity to the Institution.” This 
was responded to by Mr. B. W. Levi, the Hon. Sec., in a 
speech of some length, abounding in appropriate sentiments, 
which were received with much enthusiasm:on all sides. Dr. 
E. J. Scott, in reply to a toast complimentary to the Christian 
visitors, declared the deep interest which all must feel in the 
ancient and chosen people of God: he said, on behalf of Chris- 
tians, that the early and sacred oracles of their own religion 
were preserved in those records which contain the Israelitish 
creed, He spoke of how comparatively recent was the period 
since which i ews had been tolerated in this country ; although 
how, in this land of liberty, the Jew is looked upon as-every good 
member of society should be, and many of his disabilities have 
been removed, He hoped, and he had no doubt all present 
heartily joined in that hope, the day would soon arrive, and the 
time must come, when the Christian and the Jew should mect 
in the councils of their native land, and participate in those 
offices of state for which their education, their moral 
and their religious habits so well qualified them.¢ Indeed, in 
every country marked by its progress in civilization, the Jew 
was advancing in influence as amember of society, perhaps with 

€ exception of Russia, which was at present renewing a perse- 
cution against those who were at least the most civilized of 

at part of the world.—The Dr. then made several remarks 
concerning the tendency of education to promote the happiness 
of all men, and to give to each his proper influence in society. 
After speeches from Messrs. Minchin, Myers, Yoell, Capt. 
Sayer, J. P., and others, the meeting broke up, delighted with 


* We are informed, that the compliment of an invitation was not paid 
to the officers of a Russian ship of war, also lying in the harbour; and 
at the reasons for it were courteously explained to them, as consequent 
on their government’s persecution of the frontier Jews. Numbers of the 
Bete and Voice of Jacob (having reference to the subject) being also de- 
ered to them, for transmission to their superiors at home. 


¢ Dr. S. is a Conservative. 
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the whole proceedings. | We regret the necessity to curtail the 
reports as they have reached us, but a notice in our last number 
will explain that it has been unavoidable. Another local 
newspaper, after sketching an account of the charity, appends :— 
‘** Query—If the New Poor Law was established upon this 
system, would it not soon annihilate the necessity of Poors’ 
Rate, and the nation be released from a most grievous impost ?” 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 
New Accusation against Eastern Jews.—The Arch. Isr. 
contains a letter from Constantinople, dated 8th Nov., re- 
counting the details of another calumny ‘concocted by the 


Greeks of the island of Marmora, (situated in the sea bearing 


that name,) against a small community of twenty-five Israelites, 
their commercial rivals. A poor little Greek child two and a 
half years old, loses itself in a wood, and is not discovered 
until seven days later, quite dead, and a prey to obscene birds. 
The old tale is revived; and the Turkish authorities have 
scarcely power to protect the Jews from the vengeance of an 
infuriated mob. The letter states, that the matter is referred 
to Constantinople; the Jews having appealed to the good offices 
of Sir Stratford Canning, to obtain a fair investigation; the 
cupidity of Selim Bey, the governor of Marmora, being more 
than mistrusted. Our French contemporary is dissatisfied, 
that his correspondent should speak of the British embassy as 
‘that to which the Israelites, when in danger, look for pro- 
tection, ever since the memorable mission of the. illustrious 
Sir Moses Montefiore to those countries.”’ It is asked—** where- 
fore the French embassy should not have been equally appealed 
to in this emergency?” Among other reasons why it should 
have been, it is stated that France has proclaimed herself the 
protectress of the Catholics of the East, and that she, as fore- 
most in civilization, is especially fit to vindicate the interests 
of civilization, We observe also, that the reporter at Constan- 
tinople attributes the principle mischief to the existence of a 
most atrocious pamphlet, by an apostate from Judaism to the 
Greek church, absolutely stating that Christian blood is need- 
ful for Jewish rites!) The Emperor of Russia proscribed the 
pamphlet as a wicked fabrication, but some copies escaped, 
and Selig translated into Greek, were circulated in the Levant 
at the time of the Damascus affair. Some have. found their 
way to the islands in question, and are not only implicitly be- 
lieved, but treated like devotional works !—Would uot the 
most effective protection of the Oriental Jews be effected by 
the employment of some branch of the Jewish press, to collect 
and arrange the conclusive disproofs of this foul libel which 
abound, and to publish them in some form which might serve to 
disabuse the minds of the Orientals ?—Urtil some such course 
be resorted to, we fear that these serious outbreaks will be 
inevitable. 

The Jews of Paris, as we learn from a report of the Comité 
Consistorial Israélite de Secours et d Encouragement, number 
about 12,000 souls. Ofthese, but few families possess a large 
fortune, many enjoy an honorable independence, the greater 
part live by the produce of their labour, and amongst them 


599 families, consisting of 1569 individuals, are under the_ 


necessity to have recourse to the Commitee for either casual 
or regular aid, (as ascertained at the Passover.) Nevertheless, 
the number of these last tends annually to diminish,—thanks to 
the facilities afforded to the young for following some handicraft 
trade, or other reputable occupation. A taste for the useful 
arts has now become engrafted on the rising generation of the 
Jews, and the expectation is warranted, that the funds employed 
for their encouragement will ere long be available altogether 
for the. support of those labouring under natural defects, and 
for increasing the stipends of other helpless claimants. 

The same report contains a comparison between private and 
public charity; observing, with great Justice, that while the 
former is the more liberal, the latter, when administered by 
persons conscious of their duties, is made subservient to the 
moral, as well as the physical amelioration of the recipients, 

We urgently recommend the curious and instructive statistical 
details which accompany this report, (in the Archives Israélites,) 
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to the consideration of those who dispense the Jewish Charities 
in London,—W ould that the model might suggest an imitation 
of its useful features ! 

Injustice Complicated.—W e are surprised to read, that since 
1833, when the Jews of the Grand Dukedom of Posen, (Prussian) 
were subjected to a special code of laws, it has become requisite, 
from time to time, to issue many decrees, to meet emergen- 
cies not provided for in the code,—and these decrees fill 
‘no less than 361 printed pages! But that is an inevitable con- 
sequence of all exceptional legislation, and this flood of decrees 
will go on increasing, until the government shall cease to make 
distinctions between one subject and another; and then, these 
constantly recurring complications, arising from the close and 
unavoidable connection between the privileged class and the 
oppressed one, will disappear with the occasion for them. 

lo what such intricacies may lead, was shown in a recent 
number, in reference to the recent Russian ukase, originating 
in the impatience of the Emperor at being so a em 
annoyed with Jewish affairs, Among the Prussian decrees 
under review, are some having reference to Christians who 
have either actually embraced Judaism, or signified their 
intention to do so. To the Jewish religious authorities it Is 
said,—** You must not admit a Christian into the Jewish com- 
munity, unless he be formally dismissed by the consistory.” 
Hearing this, one would think that under certain conditions, 
(for instance, in case the aspirant be really convinced of the 
truth of Judaism,) a consistory has instructions to grant such 
a dismissal. No such thing; the consistories are enjoined 
never to grant such a dismissal! Now the principle of the 
Jews—not to make proselytes—is well known; nay, they are 
even commanded to dissuade a Christian from embracing their 
religion, should he even manifest such a desire ; because a Gen- 


tile, provided he keep the seven Noachide laws, will be saved as | 


well as the Jew who obeys the whole Mosaic code. It is 
to Jews, therefore, a matter of indifference, whether the con- 


version of a Gentile to Judaism be permitted by the civil law” 


of a country or not, so long as they themselves are not disturbed 
in the practice of their religious duties, 
edicts, merely because they happen to be promulgated by a 
monarch, (the King of Prussia,) who takes so prominent a part 
in the endeavours to apostatize the Jews. ‘To us it would 
appear, that besides the command to preach Christianity, the 
gospel contains yet another injunction—to be just towards our 
fellows. 

Russian Privileges.—Disposed on all occasions to give credit 
for as much of good as can be ascribed to Israel's opponents, 
we quote from No. 43 of the Orient, an intimation inserted 
therein by special request, that—the St. Petersburg Handels- 
zeitung, of the 17th March, 1843, contained the announcement 


of a grant by the senate, of the hereditary free citizenship to all | 


the members of a Jewish family named Rapoport, of Leppel, 
near Witepsk. | 

The blood-stained Ratti Menton appears once more on the 
public stage. Our readers are aware that he was sént as Consul 
for France, to Canton; but there he has occasioned so much 
strife and confusion, that the restoration of peace will be a 
difficult task. Even a French paper, in commenting on his 
disputes with the agent of France, at Canton, (Mons. de 
Foncigny,) declares that the former ought not to have been 
nominated to so important a post, after having shown himself 
so fanatical a partisan against the Jews at Damascus; so proving, 
that he by no means possesses that cool judgment requisite 
for the office, 
__dthodes, 19th September.—In a communication from this 
island, to the D, 4. Z., the present administration of Hassan 
Pascha is highly praised; and it particularly expatiates on his 
toleration of Non-Mahometans; Jews and Christians obtaining 
hearing and justice as readily as the Turks. 


Synagogue Music.—Melodies by Christian composers have 
often been introduced into the Synagogue, but we have never 
met with a case in which a Christian church has adopted music 
originally composed for a synagogue. Such however is now 
come to pass at Vienna, where pieces written by Chazan Siilzer, 
have been performed in one of the metropolitan churches. 


We allude to these 
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Circumcision.—In virtue of a order, no Israelite 
is henceforward to be permitted to perform the operation of 
circumcision in Darmstadt, unless he have first been examined 
‘by medical authorities, and found duly qualified; moreover 
the operation is only to be performed in presence of a medical 
man, and after a declaration by him, that under then existip 
circumstances, the operation is not deemed dangerous. Any 
one acting in contravention of this order will be liable to fine 
or imprisonment. 
Spiritual Guidance in Moravia.—Since the death of the 
late Landrabbiner of Moravia, R. Nahum Trebitsch, (reporteg 
in vol. i. p. 189,) a conflict of opinions has arisen as to the 
_continuance of that highly important office. Disappointed jn 
their expectations by the unsuitable elections made in modern 
times, many well wishers of Israel have thought that it would 
be better to abolish this dignity altogether, and to appoint for 
each district, a Chief Rabbi independent of his colleagues, 
The Government, however, has just declared, that the office js 
to continue; but at the same time holds out the prospect, 
that a number of district Rabbis (Kreis-Rabbiner) will be 
appointed, subordinate to the Landrabbiner. The government 
further recommends a more careful selection, in order that the 
end for which the office has been instituted may be attained, 
This is exhibiting a commendable solicitude for the religious 
welfare of the Moravian Jews in the Austrian empire :—would 
that an equally humane policy were applied to the remedy of 
their social grievances ! 


Characteristic of Proselytism is the following rumour, si 
fabula vera. Sometime back, a Jewish banker at Frankfort 
declined to have his infant son either circumcised or baptized, 
This innovation being objected to, the question was referred 
to the civil authorities for decision; and, although the case has 
now for so long a time been pending, and is yet undecided, 
a reason stated is, that the Burgermeister (a convert from 
Judaism) had, whilst still a Jew, wished the abolition of this 
operation!—Need the Jews regret such a loss, or the Chris- 
tians hail such an accession ? 


Death of a Jenish Scholar—The German papers mention 
with regret the recent death of a young rabbi, Dr. Ullmann, 
of Crefeld, aged only 38 years. He was favourably known as 
an author, having translated the Koran into German, and also 
as a staunch champion for the removal of the civil disabilities of 
the Jews. His petition to the Rhenish Diet was very much 
lauded. 

Jamaica.—W e have now received the direct’ communication 
from the Editors of the newly proposed Jewish periodical, 

which our last remarks antici pated. It is satisfactory to find, that 
our good wishes towards their undertaking are reckoned upon 
with confidence ; and also, that its success is already advanced 
by 150 subscribers, of one guinea each, at Kingston, and filty 
or sixty expected from the country congregations of the island. 
The same opportunity brings us the sermon, already noticed 
in our No. 61. It is every way worthy of Mr. Nathan's repu- 
tation ; our regret at being unable to give copious extracts from 
it is diminished, by the circumstance that copies are to be 
obtained at No. 70, Leadenhall Street. | 


Jamaica half-monthly mails.—It has become necessary to 
send out to Kingston, a parcel of the Voice of Jacob by every 
mail; the dimensions of which, however, are three-fourths less 
than the Company’s scale of freights provides for, (a cubic foot.) 
Any mercantile house having occasion to send small packets, 18 


: invited to communicate with the Proprietor of The Anglo- 


Jewish Press, 27, Camomile Street. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
Jewish Schools and the New Synagogue, St. Helen's. 


Mr. Editor,—It is with infinite satisfaction I find that my suggestion 
to the Great Synagogue, relative to the production of certificates of educa- 
tion by the poor, has so far succeeded, that several children have already 
entered our Infant and Free Schools, who were receiving instruction at 
the Conversion schools. This commencement may, I think, be taken 4 


an earnest of what perseverance and determination may ultimately a¢c- 


: 


Can it then be believed, that the authorities of the New 
e, St. Helen’s Place, are holding back in this important mea- 
sure? 1am given to understand, that such is fact, and that no certificates 
have been as yet required from the poor receiving charity from their syna- 
gogue. I hope, Sir, such a disgraceful report is unfounded, and I call 
upon you to notice this, and through the medium of your valuable journal, 
to awaken a feeling of nationality, and impress upon the authorities of the 
several congregations the necessity of co-operation on this important point. 
I have this day witnessed at the Free School, the baneful effects of per- 
mitting our children to. be educated at any but our own schools, and I 
hesitate not to say, that if effective measures are taken by all the syna- 
gogues, the schools complained of will very speedily be closed, and our 
own much better attended than, I regret to say, they have hitherto been. 
I remain, Your’s, &c. 
‘WALTER JOSEPHS. 


complish. 
Synagogu 


15, South-St., Finsbury, 
Dec. 31, 1843. 

[As we are unable to deny the literal fact which Mr. Josephs 
communicates, we publish his letter; but from what we know 
of the gentlemen to whom he refers, we hesitate at present to 
draw any inferences unfavourable to their disposition to co- 
operate in the removal of the evil pointed out in our last 
number. —Eb. | 


New Synagogue Chambers, 2nd Jan., 5604. 
Sir—With reference to a conversation you had yesterday with one of 
the Wardens of the above Synagogue, I am directed to assure you that 
measures have been taken, (although not exactly of the same nature as at 
the other Synagogues,) to remedy the evil complained of; and it is, 
therefore, left to your discretion whether or not in your next publication 

to insert the letter alluded to by you.—I am, Sir, | 
Your obedient Servant, 

I. L. Linpentuat, Secretary. 
It will be understood from the above letter, just received by 
the Editor, that he had been seeking a justification for withhold- 
ing Mr. Joseph’s communication altogether. It is probable 
that Mr. Lindenthal’s note refers to some later regulation by 
the New Synagogue Wardens; but as Mr. Joseph's letter is 
already in type, and time does not serve for obtaining more 
definite information, the fairest course is adopted in giving 


both. 


Seasonable Benevolence. 


Mr. Editor,—The interest you take in all that concerns the Jewish 
community, induces me to inform you, that through the liberality of Mr. 
and Miss Guedalla, all the girls of the National and Infant Schools of the 
Portuguese congregation have been provided with warm cloaks for the 
winter. IT am not aware if you are acquainted with the fact, that Sir 
Moses and Lady Montefiore, annually distribute blankets to the Jewish 
poor, without distinction of congregation; and that their distribution took 
place during Hanuca, to one hundred of the poor. The worthy knight 
has just presented £300 to his own synagogue, with an understanding 
that the tombs of his honored parents, and lamented sister, should be 
kept in repair. 

A Member of the Sphardim Congregation, 


“ IT will bless them that bless thee.’—Gen. xii. 3. 


Mr. Editor,—A “ Christian Friend” has this day handed to us a 
drait for £57 15s., te “be applied as follow :—Jews’ Hospital, £26 9s. ; 
Free School, £15 15s.; Orphan Asylum, £10 10s.; Blind Asylum, £0 9s. 
This act requires no comment. We know it to be part and parcel of 
the principle on which this gentleman dispenses his munificent charity. 
Jew and Gentile are-to him the same, his heart sympathizes with, and his 
purse 1s always ready to relieve, the necessitous; and what is still more 
gratifying, he is one, who would willingly lend his assistance to promote 
the moral and social condition of the Jews—not by attempting to lure 
them from the faith of their forefathers, but by strenuously recommending 

em to carry out the principle of self-improvement. , 
We think, Sir, there are thousands of such men in this “ city of philan- 
thropists,” and we hope that an example so noble will be speedily fol- 
owed. We send the amounts, with the name of the donor, to the respec- 
tive charities 7 We remain, your’s obediently, 

Ist January, 1844, F. & P. 


Jewish Dining Rooms.—The communications made to us, 
from time to time, oblige us to say that—there still exists a 
want for such an establishment, conveniently situated in the 
city, where the fuod may be found cooked in our characteristic 
manner, and which shall be conducted consistently with the 
requirements of the Sabbath. 


th : Doings of the Conversionists.’—We cannot do otherwise 


aes e respectful remonstrance of a Christian friend, 


whol 


€ same spirit in which it is written. He complains of our 
esale impeachment of the sincerity of the so called ‘‘ Con- 
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verts” ; and it may be that we have appeared too indiscriminate 
In our comments upon those persons. God forbid that we, or 
such as we, should arrogate the power to divine motives where 
they are not apparent; but, is it needful for the human tribunal, 
to track to their source the motives which have impelled a free 
and sane agent to the commission of a legal offence? If so, 
who could be proved criminal, who deterred from crime? 
lhere is indeed a form of infidelity which excuses every crime, 
as the inevitable consequence of surrounding circumstances : 
but that creed is neither ours, nor his who remonstrates with us. 
Well then, can a Jew, with the law of God in his hand, regard 
otherwise than as apostate and criminal, the man who openly 
violates the ordinances of the Divine code, in those essentials, 
which even he who remonstrates with us hesitates to deem 
changed or changeable? e. g. the Covenants of éhe Sabbath, of 
circumcision, &c. ke. He only, who knoweth all hearts, can 
judge whether such an apostate from Judaism can be a sincere 
Christian ; we may not assert the contrary, and all that we have 
asserted or desired to maintain is—that we have never seen an 
Instance of ** Conversion,” in which there has not been a gain 
to the Gentilized Jew, either present or in prospect,—whether 
it were worldly advantage, or the lightening of the yoke which 
he would, as a Jew, have had still to bear. Nay, as a Jewish 
organ, we do not hesitate to declare, that such is almost the 
universal opinion which prevails among Jews; and that the 
disgust which is entertained for such apostates, is excused by evi- 
dence adduced from history, shewing that it is they who in all 
ages have been the most fatal enemies of their deserted brethren, 
both with the sword and with the pen. This is not the ocea- 
sion for an historical summary ; but we will prove, if called 
upon, that it holds true from even before the rise of Christianity, 
down to the moment at which we write. Notwithstanding all 
this, it may be that we seem to our Christian friends, too indis- 
criminate and too bitter in our exposures of the ** London 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews :’”’—but have 
we not held in our hands the evidence of what depravity their 
mode of proceeding has produced ?—have we not more than 
once asked that their own honest friends might investigate the 
charges against them addressed to us ?—and what has resulted ? 
An abject shrinking from the light ; carried even so far as to 
expunge from a_professedly verbatim report, the allusion 
which might have whispered caution in the ears of those who 
contribute to their annual income; (vide vol. i1., p. 1875) and 
a shirking of challenges given to them by their own victims ; 
(vide vol. ii., p. 91 and 103, and our last Notice to Corres- 
pondents). ‘They cannot always be able to burke such inves- 
tigations, even though the Jews themselves—who need not the 
damning proofs so to be elicited—have too much self-respect to go 
through the mire with those, who could only stand in the witness 
box as mere approvers, with their moral characters blasted. 

But to return to the gentleman who remonstrates at our 
harshness, but admits that—we ‘‘ might, to some good purpose, 
blame the conversion of Jews into Gentiles.” With respect to the 
dogma which he wishes to engraft upon Judaism, as it 1s,—will 
there not be time enough to deal with that, when it 1s formally 
proposed by some body of Christians, claiming a status in the 
world? Their legitimate course will be to encourage the 
Jews to study their propositions, as they only can be studied, 
standing aloof honorably meanwhile, and administering no bribe, 
positive or constructive, As to * conversions,’’—is it not their 


first duty to reconvert, apostatized or gentilized Jews, to the 


observances of Judaism ? 


Worcester Conversion Meeting.—G. 1. 8., sends us a news- 
paper report of this anniversary. The speech to which he 
calls our immediate attention, is that of one of the deputation 
from London. We are told, that this gentleman expatiated 
on ** the theological opinions of the Jews, shewing their present 
misery and degradation, especially in foreign countries,”—Does 
the Society attempt to alleviate that misery and degradation ?— 
does it not rather seek to conceal or slur over the real sufferings 
of the dispersed of Israel? (vide their monthly organ, in the 
matters of Russian Poland, and Ancona.) The Rev. H. 8. 


Joseph, himself a well paid pensioner of the Society, delivered 
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himself thus: —“ The question was sometimes asked, what results | assembled this evening, might have decided upon some formal 


were there, commensurate to the amount of money collected ? 
This was not a proper question !”—All this is very cool, but 1s 


it lawful before God, for such people so to step in and intercept | on their behalf. 


the flow of benevolence from legitimate and useful channels ? 
If £50,000 per annum must be collected “ for the good of 
Israel,” why is it allowed to be squandered in pampering a 
cunning few, while not an effort is made to avert the threatened 
banishment of half a million of Russian Jews? 


The Jewish Sabbath.—The thinking man will find much to 
reflect upon in the following facts. In Manchester, Liverpool, 
Glasgow, Leeds, and other important commercial towns, there 


is a movement in favor of closing all business establishments. 


on Saturday afternoons. In some cases, the attempt has al- 
ready been completely successful, and there is every prospect 
of the plan extending. It is needful to observe, that this is 
altogether a Christian movement, without the slightest design 
on the part of the immediate agents to do more than obtain a 
better observance of the Sunday.—The London Stock Exchange 
is now also closed on Saturday afternoons; so that even a Jew, 
if otherwise disposed, would be allowed by his Christian com- 
petitors to break only half his sabbath.—A body of Trinitarian 
Christians, have been making a powerful movement in America, 
for a recurrence to the sabbath of the sacred scriptures, instead 
of the first-day observance. We recommend our readers to 
‘read the review of the “* Sabbath Tracts,” issued by that body, 
as given in No. 7, of the Occident. It cannot be disputed, that 
the deviation from the divine prescription in this matter, was 
a mere human ordinance, and these tracts seek to prove, that 
the change is not lawful for Protestants. —U nder the title ** Res- 
toration of the Sabbath,” the JZumnes of the 25th. December 
contains a most earnest Christian appeal, (in an advertisement 
signed J. P., Beaumont Street, Oxford,) for aid in getting up a 
a petition to our own Queen, and other Sovereigns, praying for 
a recurrence to the Sabbath proper, instead of what the adver- 
_ tiser calls “* its impotent substitute, or Sunday representative.” 


Conversions from Christianity.— A correspondent of the 
Times, 21st Dec., after alluding to ‘* shocking proceedings of 
the Mormonites at Rotherham,” and to the circulation of their 
tracts and propagation of their pernicious doctrines, in the 
neighbourhood of Middle Claydon—* warns the public against 
certain parties calling themselves Israelites of the tribes of Is- 
sachar and Manasses,” who perambulate the country with long 
beards, and circulate tracts as well as preach doctrines contain- 
ing blasphemy and obscenity ‘‘ by means of a mystical and 
gross wresting of scripture.” —Are these the only pretenders to 
the vocation and character of Israel ?—Are these the only tract 
distributors and preachers, who strive to unsettle by mysticism 
and by gross wresting of scripture, minds which already know 
God ‘a worship him ? 


LITERARY NOTICE. 


Cheap Jenish Library, vol ii.; The Perez Family; parts 
1 B. Steill. 

We will not delay a notice of this new issue until the de- 
mands upon our space and time shall have been reduced, nor 
until the tale shall have been finished, because we desire to 
lose no opportunity to serve, so far as we may, the benevolent 
object of these little publications. This tale, (which we have 
not yet read,) is written by Miss G. Aguilar; and we wish her 
as much success in her amiable gleaning of practical lessons for 
the every day life of those to whom the Cheap Jewish Library 
is dedicated, as she has already earned in the more brilliant 
and attractive fields of poesy. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
_ . Wednesday Night.—Our reason for not carrying further 
the commentaries on the Russian Ukase, in another part of the 
paper, was the expectation that a certain Jewish body which 


expression of sympathy with our terrified brethren ; or otherwise 
have taken the initiative in the enlistment of sympathy elsewhero 
Accident, as we are informed, has rendered 
the meeting a very small one ; and those present were disposed 
to believe, that the ukase is of a character too terrible in its 
consequences, if carried out, to be seriously intended so to } 
by any rational government. We hear also of some Vague 
apprehension of aggravating, In some unexplained manner, the 
fate of the Russo-Polish Jews, by the premature expression of 
any opinion or desire concerning them, that might possibly 
prove unpalatable to the Autocrat!—This is believed to be 4 
fair statement of the grounds for not arriving at a definite 
determination this evening, and we have no Opportunity to do 
otherwise, than let them plead their own justification. 

A Correspondent earnestly recommends some person to com. 
municate with the Duke of Devonshire, whose old connexion 
and influence with the court of oesiraigel are known, and 
whose disposition to aid a pare object is still better 
known ; asking his advice and assistance in case of need.—T here 
are other noblemen who have, directly or indirectly, the means 
of obtaining definite information from the Russian capital, and, 
when sought, a hearing there also, whose disposition to deliberate, 
advise, and when necessary, act also, in concert with any com- 
mittee undertaking the collection of information, and the direc. 


j tion of the energies of philanthropists to useful purposes in 


connexion with the threatened calamity, cannot be doubted, 

Another Correspondent complains that the Jews of this country 
are virtually without a head; without even a leading body—and 
therefore is it that nothing is done inthis emergency. He says, 
the Board of Deputies represents but a few congregations; and 
many of its members are conscientiously averse to stepping 
beyond the precise line of their prescribed duties ;—the protec- 
tion of Jewish interests as affected by English legislation, 

Is it not devoutly to be wished, since the term of office of 
the present Board will shortly expire, that another body might 
succeed to it, representing not only a larger constituency, but 
invested with powers to act in emergencies not provided for in 
the present constitution ? 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Free School, Bell Lane.—We have received towards the provision of 
hot dinners for the children, as mentioned m our last nnmber:—From the 
principal of a Jewish establishment for young ladies, 5s.—from the pupils 
of the same, 5s. 

We are thankful for a poetic contribution in French; but have already 
more English verses in reserve, than we can hope soon to find room for. 

M. L.’s real name and address is solicited, with a view to promote 
some of the objects proposed in his letter. 
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NOTICES FOR 
Sabb. 6th Jan. 


Sabb. 13 


—_ 


THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
14th of Tebet Portion for the Weeek ‘7 
20 “ Sabbath at 4 o’Clock. 


Portion for the Week 


sé 


R. ANGEL, Master of the Jews’ Free Scuoot, Bell 


Lane, Spitalfields, having a few hours in the Evening disengaged, wishes 
to form a class, at his residence as above, for completing Young Gentlemen in the 
classics, mathematics, French, and book-keeping. 


4 PARTMENTS WANTED, (probably for a permanence,) 
A consisting of a sitting room and two bed rooms, in some respectable neigh- 
bourhood of the city; with the opportunity of economical board, at a strictly 
Jewish table. Applications are to be made by letter only, and with explicit direc 


tions, addressed—A 63, Office of The Voice of Jacob, 27, Camomile Street. 
WANTED, by a Young Lady of the Jewish persuasion, 
accustomed to tuition, a situation as Daily Governess. Respectable 


references can be given.—Direct A. Z., Post Office, Mansell Street, Goodman's 
ie 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varty, 27, Camomile — 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Stertx, Paternoster Row; and may 


had of the Printer; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of all Book- 
sellers and Newsmen. | 
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